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BRUNO VLAHEK, piano

Born in Zagreb (1986), he is one of the most outstanding of young Croatian musicians. He entered the Academy of Music at the University of Zagreb at the age of 15 and in 2005 graduated in piano with Professor Vladimir Krpan as one of the youngest students in the history of that institution. In 2008 he obtained a diploma as a piano soloist with special mention from the Conservatory of Lausanne, under Professor Jean-François Antonioli, thanks to a grant from the Swiss Confederation. Presently he is studying under Professor Vassili Lobanov, pianist and composer, at the Higher School of Music in Cologne. He has also taken master classes with Dmitri Bashkirov, Noel Flores, Einar Steen-Nøkleberg and Jean-Bernard Pommier.

He was the winner of the Croatian National Competitions which took place in Dubrovnik in 1999 and 2001, and was a prizewinner in the International Piano Competitions of Pinerolo (1997), Moncalieri (1998), EPTA in Osijek (Croatia, 2003), the Grieg Competition (Oslo, 2003), the Paderewski Prize (Lausanne, 2006), the EPTA-Svetislav Stancic (Zagreb, 2007) and the Max D. Jost (Switzerland, 2008), among others. His artistic success has also brought him the Zagreb University Rector’s Prize and the Society of Croatian Composers’ Prize. In 2008 he won first prize in the Ricard Viñes International Piano Competition in Lerida.
He has performed as a soloist in Austria, France, Germany, the Czech Republic, Great Britain, Hungary, Italy, Montenegro, Norway, Russia, Slovenia, Spain, Sweden and Switzerland. He has participated in prominent music festivals (Musical Evenings in Sant Donat, in Zadar, Pag Summer, the Festival of Croatian Music in Vienna, the Zagreb Music Biennale, the Busoni Festival in Bolzano, and others) and has performed with orchestras like the Dubrovnik Symphony Orchestra, the Croatian Radio and Television Symphony Orchestra, I Solisti in Zagreb, the Lausanne Chamber Orchestra, the Geneva Sinfonietta, the Lausanne Conservatory Orchestra and the Zagreb Philharmonic Orchestra, among others. As the holder of a grant from the Vladimir Spivakov International Foundation, in 2002 he performed in the Moscow concert cycles.
His concerts have been broadcast on television and radio in Croatia, Hungary, Montenegro, Spain and Russia. In 2008 he recorded C. Saint-Saëns’s 2nd Concerto for piano with the Lausanne Chamber Orchestra for Radio Suisse Romande.

His other musical activities are as organist and composer. He has written around 30 works in various genres, with a special focus on the piano and on chamber music. His music has received critical acclaim and has been played in important European concert halls (Berlin, Munich, Salzburg, Vienna, Prague, Riga, Lausanne, Ljubljana, Belgrade), in Russia and in Venezuela. In 2007 his Sonata for two pianos was awarded a prize by the Croatian Ministry of Culture.

In 2009 he was awarded the prestigious German grant DAAD.
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