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DAVID GIMÉNEZ CARRERAS, Conductor

Born in Barcelona in 1954 into a family which boasts the name of Josep Carreras among its members, he began his studies at Barcelona’s Liceu Conservatory, at the Hochschule für Musik in Vienna and, with Sir Colin Davis, at the Royal Academy of Music. Since his debut with the Hamburg Symphonic in that city in 1994, his commitments have taken him all over the world, conducting highly prestigious vocal and instrumental soloists in concert halls like the Royal Albert Hall in London, Vienna’s Konzerthaus, Carnegie Hall and Avery Fisher Hall in New York, Philharmonie in Berlin and many more of the most important venues in Europe, Asia and America.

In ten years he has conducted more than 200 orchestras around the world, and is one of the few hispanic musicians to mount the podium of the Vienna Philharmonic. He has worked with Zurich Tonhalle, the London Symphony, the Chicago Symphony, the Orchestre de Paris, the London Musicians’ Orchestra, the Orchestra of the Royal Opera House at Covent Garden and the Hamburger Symphoniker. In his symphonic work he has collaborated with artists such as Yo-Yo Ma and Vadim Repin.

Because of his singular career and personal tastes, the opera has been without doubt an important element in the work of maestro Giménez. Among other venues, he has conducted at the Staatsoper in Vienna (Carmen and Sly), the Zurich Opera (Fedora), the Deutsche Opera in Berlin (Aida), the Munich Opera (Manon), the Gran Teatre del Liceu in Barcelona (Sly), the Teatro Real in Madrid (La Bohème) and in the cities of Las Palmas de Gran Canaria (Manon and Viuda alegre), Santander (Werther), Washington (Sly), and Tokyo (Samson et Dalila and Cavalleria rusticana).

More recently he has conducted Carmen at the Cap Roig Festival, Verdi’s Requiem at the Palau de la Música (The Music Palace), a Spanish operetta (“Zarzuela”) concert with Josep Bros and Maria Gallego at the “La Zarzuela” Theatre and the “Maestranza” in Seville, a concert at the Sydney Opera House with Josep Carreras, Romeo et Juliette at the Villamarta Theatre in Jerez, La Bohème at Timisoara, concerts with the tenor Roberto Alagna in Madrid, Pamplona and Paris, Katiuska in Bilbao and Valladolid, Mahler’s Fourth Symphony with the George Enescu Philharmonic, Mozart’s Requiem with Josep Bros and the Donostiarra Choir at the Palau de la Música, a concert in Mexico with Plácido Domingo, a tour of Asia (Corea) with Josep Carreras and the close of the OSV’s 2008-09 season, presenting a lyrical-symphonic programme (García-Abril, Toldrà and Schubert, with the special guest appearance of the soprano Isabel Rey).

In the near future, among other commitments, there will be a concert in Malta with the tenor Joseph Calleja – with whom he has just made a recording with the Slovakian National Orchestra for Sony – a series of conducting master classes in Croatia, a concert at the Cap Roig Festival with Josep Carreras and Isabel Rey, a concert with the Córdoba Orchestra and a concert with Josep Carreras and Kiri Te Kanawa at the Palau de la Música Catalana.

David Giménez was the Principal Conductor of the Orquestra Simfònica del Vallès from September 2006 to June 2009, when he became Conductor Emeritus. Since September 2007 he has been the Guest Principal Conductor of the George Enescu Philharmonic of Bucharest.

His recordings include works for Koch-Schwann, Erato, Discmedi and RCA Victor/BMG Classics.
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